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Model 100 TELDOM aAlterations
Ev Terryv Leoner

I*'ve fzund a wav to combine sev=ral special TELCOM
festures into only tweo function kevs: F& and F7.
Freviousi vou had o choose twa of +heee thrze possiblitiez:
& clear scre=n, 2 files display. or 2 freg ram count-——and
without removing any RAM {(Randem Access read/writz HMemorv) from
mormal program

Thig little two-line BRasic program sssigns the ““clgsr
gecresn’ " command to the TELCOM F& function key. and combines the
file=z display and frese RAM count into one TELCOM function keay:
F7a

As a plus-——inst=sd of leaving the cur=zor at the end of thes
frze RAM count, =2z thg previous FPOEEs did-—-—-thnis program’s pokes
fix TELCOM so the cuwrsor remasins on the linse below the frse FAM
count. Thiz makes for a cleaner and more legible display as you
continua tzlecommynicating.

The program works by taking advantage of the fact that sach
asic’s fupetion kavs is allocated 1& bytes of RAM, no matter
how much you actually uss,. Well., Basic function kev FB is
assigned the command HENU. Pressing this while in Basic will
return vou to ths Model 100 main menu. This command uses only
five bvites of the zixtesn allocated (the fifth byte is a
carriage-r2turn that t=zrminates the Menu command), l=aving slsven
bytes. Which iust so happens to bs one byte lonasr than I nesd
for my TELCOM modification. My program defines
the Basic F8 key s= the command MENU fcllowed by a character
etring that includes the machine-code for calling the Files
function, determining the frss FAM and thenm sending a carrisge-
return/linefged to the display. THizs iz followed by the POKE
commands that tell TELCOM where to find this code in memory.
The sscend line pf the program sets the TELCOM Fé& key to

perfarm a clesr screen.

For you t=chy typess. 205 is the machins-code sguivalent
f 5 call, and 201 iz & machine code return. The other numbers
in line 10 ars the address=s called (in standard low-byte high-—
byte order). You’ll note that therg ars thres calls. The
return, 201, s=nds control back to TELCOM. Otherwize the program
would cause your computer to crash, and possibly force you to
cpld-start it and lo=e all your programs. 2

Nsturally, if you cold-start your computer, or use a
program that changss the assignments of the BASIC function keve.
vou will lose the F8 key code.-my program put there. If you try
toc use the TELCOM F7 key after this has happensd., you might crazh
your comouter s it tries to execute the non-existant code in
BASIC ksv FB.

i
I suggest that vou type in the program, run it, then save
1t to cazsgtie 50 yeuw can easily relpad it in ths svent the Basic
F8 key iz reassigned.

Frogram Listing

10 KEEYB. "Menu®+ CHR2(17)+ CHR$ (205)+ CHRZ(ER)+ CHRS(Z1)+
CHRS{ZO0T)+ CHR$(172)+ CHR3(1Z&5)+ CHR$(Z0T)+ CHRS(Z4)+ CHR$(&8&)+
'CHR$(201) 1 FOKE &4270,177: FOKE &4271,242 :Rem sot TELCOM F7 Ley
to dispglay files. display free ram., and perform s CR/LF

20 FOKE 542&B,4%: POKE 5426%.88 irem ==t th=s TELCDM Fi kev t
perform a cl=zar—-screen command.
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Thizg article i= reprinted from Fico Magazine with thesir cermission.
Copyright (o} 1985 is still held by them.
=Terrv Kespner, Teghnical Editor, Fiss Magazine
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